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Senate District 63 DFL  
is a unit of the 

Let  The  Games  Begin!! 

In  This  Issue: 

An exciting season of political 
intrigue will kick-off with Pre-
cinct Caucuses on Tues, Feb 2nd.     
 
This promises to be an exciting 
political season,  culminating 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭέ ŦƻǊ Ǉƻƭƛǘƛπ
cal junkies, Election Night on 
Nov 2nd (unless a recount sends 
us into overtime!)  
 
Much is at stake this year: 
maintaining DFL control of both 
houses of the state legislature; 
electing a Democratic governor 
to end the obstructionist poli-
ŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƛƳ άDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ bƻέ 
Pawlenty; and re-electing our 
DFL constitutional officers 
(Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, and State Auditor.)    
 
The consequences for Minne-
sota couldn't be more impor-
tant:  reversing a budget deficit 
projected to top $5 billion by 
2012; repairing our crumbling 
infrastructure; and moving for-
ward with progressive legisla-
tion that will create jobs, ex-
tend health care, and assure 
equal rights and fairness for all 
Minnesotans.   
 
Having  a governor who will 
work with our legislature to 
adopt a fair redistricting plan 
can have implications for the 
entire decade.  Otherwise, we 
may be left with the same kind 
of court-imposed plan that gave 

ǳǎ aƛŎƘŜƭŜ .ŀŎƘƳŀƴƴΩǎ gerry-
mandered Sixth Congressional 
District.  
 
Think of this newsletter as your 
team άǇƭŀȅōƻƻƪέ τ whether 
you are a training camp rookie 
learning all the plays before at-
tending your first caucus, or a 

seasoned veteran looking for a 
quick refresher.  
 
Now is the time for all  Democ-
rats who care for their state and 
country to get into the game τ 
become a part of the process, 
and help us achieve a Democ-
ratic victory in November! 

{5со  ά{9!{hb  {/I95¦[9έ 
Feb 2  Tues Precinct Caucuses  Minneapolis: 
(Page 6)  6:30p Registration     Anthony Middle School 

   7:00p Convene      5757 Irving Ave So 

           Richfield / Ft Snelling: 
            Richfield Intermediate School 

            7020 12th Ave So 

           Bloomington: 
            Kennedy High School 
            9701 Nicollet Ave So 

 

Feb 6  Sat  First Meeting for SD63  Washburn Library, Minneapolis 

(Page 6)  10:00a Convention Committees 5244 Lyndale Ave So 

 

Feb 27  Sat  Senate District 63    Richfield Intermediate School 

(Page 7)    Convention    7020 12th Ave So 

   8:30a Registration 

   10:00a Convene 
 

Mar 27  Sat  Fifth Congressional   St Louis Park High School 

(Page 7)    District Convention  6425 W 33rd St 

   11:30a Registration 
   1:00p Convene 
 

Apr 10  Sat  Third Congressional  Wayzata Middle School  

(Page 7)    District Convention  305 Vicksburg Ln No, Plymouth 

 

Apr 23-25 Fri-  State DFL Convention  Duluth Enter. Convention Center 

(Page 7)  Sun         350 Harbor Drive, Duluth 

 

Apr 29-  Thur- Senate District 63   Dan & Sheila Larson Residence 

May 1  Sat  Flower Sale  (Page 3)  9025 13th Ave So, Bloomington 

 

Aug 10  Tues State Primary Election  (Date Tentative - See Page 6) 

 

Nov 2  Tues General Election   (See Page 6 for Voting Info) 
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Join our group at 
ά{5со 5C[έ 

BLOOMINGTON  PROGRESSIVES 
Join us the fourth Tuesday of each month for Bloom-
ƛƴƎǘƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ 5ŀǾŀƴƴƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀΣ усǘƘ ϧ [ȅƴŘŀƭŜΣ 
Bloomington. The monthly meetings feature a guest 
speaker and a spirited discussion of current issues. 
Come early at 5:30pm to order food and socialize, with 
the program beginning at 6pm.  

Hi to all! 
 
February 2nd 2010 Caucus night 
is right around the corner.  After 
the 2008 mess we should be 
ready for anything. No Presiden-
tial Straw poll, but we will be 
doing a preference ballot for 
Governor. Instead of the 
άIƛƭƭŀǊȅ κ hōŀƳŀέ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ǿŜ 
have 11 fine candidates for you 
to choose from.  Our own Paul 
Thissen is one of them (and my 
choice), but you should go to 
http://www.dfl.org/  and look at 
them all, so you can make a 
ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎΣ 
but may help narrow the race.  I 
still need Caucus conveners for 
Richfield Precincts 5 & 9, and 
Bloomington Precinct 3. If you 
can help please let me know. 

I reserved the big front room at 
the Sports Page (90th and Lyn-
dale) for an after-Caucus party. 
There is no charge for the room. 
Food and refreshments are avail-
able if anyone is interested. They 
ǊŜŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ .ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
really nice and we can close the 
door. 

There are a few things to think 
about when you go to your Cau-
cus. We will be looking for vol-
unteers to work on the 2010 
Convention Committees. They 
are: Arrangements, Constitution, 
Credentials, Nominations, Reso-

lutions and Rules.  I 
have the Washburn 
Library reserved for 
the first meeting, Feb-
ruary 6th, from 10:00a 
to 12:00p. The room is 
downstairs and they 
do have an elevator. 
The date for our Sen-

ate District Convention will be 
Saturday, February 27th. 
  
LǘΩǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
everyone needs help. Minnesota 
Constitutional Officers 
(Governor and Lt Governor, Sec-
retary of State, State Auditor, &  
Attorney General), Hennepin 
County Attorney. Congress 3rd 
and 5th Districts, some Minne-
sota Senators, and all State Rep-
resentatives are up for election, 
ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
hand and get involved!! There is 
going to be a lot of information 
in this Newsletter, 
and a lot of work go-
ing into it for your 
benefitτ please take 
the time to look it 
over. 
  
Flower sale: 
We will be doing the 
Flower Sale again this 
year. Dates are April 
29th, 30th and May 1st. 
We will be using Dan 
ŀƴŘ {ƘŜƛƭŀ [ŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
home for our pick-up 
location. We did 
lower the price of the 
hanging baskets and 
removed the sweet 
potato vine. Order 
Form is in the News-
letter (Page 3). This is 
the biggest fundraiser 
we have for the Dis-
trict.  Please come 

out and support it, and if you 
can help, let me know!!! 
  
LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
past 8 years since our last redis-
tricting, but its time for me to 
step down and give someone 
else their turn.   !ǎ /ƘŀƛǊ LΩǾŜ 
tried to keep everything running 
smoothly in the District, and 
people involved. I could not 
have done it without a great 
Central Committee, some great 
officers, and a lot of volunteers 
like you!  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛπ
lege to work with Ken, Linda and 
Paul. You guys have made a big 
difference. Thank you for all 
your time, and support. 
  
Thank you all!! 
  
Dottie  

Thank  You, Dottie ! 

for your many years 
of dedicated service 

to SD63 !! 

http://www.dfl.org/
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PRICE TOTAL 

AMOUNT

4.25" POTTED  GERANIUMS   ___Salmon___ Bright Pink ___ Red $4.00 each or

   ___ White ___Orange ___ Purple 10 for $37.50 $

4.25" POTTED  BEGONIAS ___Rose ___Salmon $4.00 each or

___Yellow 10 for $37.50 $

4.25" ACCENT  PLANTS ___ Vinca Vines ___ Spikes

___ English Ivy $3.25 each $

12"  IVY  GERANIUM  HANGING  BASKETS ___ Pink ___ Purple

___ Red ___ Mix (Pink, Purple & Red)$20.00 each $

12"  FUCHSIA  HANGING  BASKETS ___ Dark

(Does Great In The Sun!) ___ Light $20.00 each $

FOLIAGE  BASKETS ___ Swedish Ivy & Bridal Veil Combo

___ Swedish Ivy & Wandering Jew $20.00 each $

12" DOUBLE  IMPATIENS  BASKETS ___ Salmon ___ Red

___ Pink ___ White $20.00 each $

12" NEW  GUINEA  IMPATIENS ___ Orange ___ Orchid

BASKETS ___ Pink ___Red ___ White $20.00 each $

12" PETUNIA HANGING BASKETS ___  Flag Mix Wave

___ Dbl (Mix-Blue, Rose, & White Wave) $20.00 each $

10" PLANTER ___ Square Clay colored Planter with

Color Coordinated Annuals $20.00 each $

TOTAL

ORDER$

Pick-Up Dan and Sheila Larson

Location: 9025 13th Ave So.

Bloomington, MN  55425

Pick-Up Thurs April 29th 2:00 pm - 7:00 pm Dottie Gilkeson

Dates: Fri April 30th 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 8520 Emerson Ave South

Mail Order Form To:

Orders  must  be  received  by

April 1, 2010
Please make checks payable to: 

SD63 - DFL

Place a number (quantity ordered) by the designated color or variety

Address Work Phone

City Cell Phone

Employer Occupation

Employment information requested to comply with state reporting requirements for political donations.

State Zip E-Mail

SENATE  DISTRICT  63 - DFL

2010  FLOWER  SALE
Proceeds from the sale are used to elect local progressives and promote the DFL.

Name Home Phone

Questions?  Please call Dottie at 952-881-2254 or e-mail MNDottie@comcast.net 

#
 

#
 

#
 



Page  4  SD63  DEM  DISPATCH 

LEGISLATIVE   REPORTS 
Senator 

KEN 
KELASH 

Senate  
District  

63 

Representative 

PAUL 
THISSEN 

House 
District  

63A 

It has been a privilege to serve as the 
State Senator from District 63.  Thank you 
for all your support.  This last year has 
been rewarding for me as I researched the 
many issues and opportunities for Senate 
District 63. 
 
The 2010 session will be challenging as we 
face an additional $1.2 billion State 
budget deficit, a Governor that will veto 
any new revenue attempts, and the parti-
san and political competition 
that the recent court decision 
that went against the Gover-
nor for his misuse of the un-
allotments procedure brings. 
 
The 2008 elections brought 
thousands of new activists to the political 
process.  They were more than new vot-
ers, they were activists, who donated 
money, worked the phones, door knocked 
and helped fill anything the campaigns 

needed to win elections.  Today, the con-
cern is whether or not these new activists 
will continue to participate in the 2010 
election cycle.  Many are concerned about 
the pace of change and the compromises 
being made on health care, the war, Wall 
Street regulations and the environment.  
We all voted for change and to many peo-
ple, the change is too small, taking too 
long, and there are too many elected De-
mocrats resisting the changes. 
 
It has been less than a year since the last 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
moved quickly to get the stimulus bills to 
the President.  That money created jobs, 
saved jobs and sent $2.0 billion to the 
State of Minnesota, which saved $2.0 bil-
lion in budget cuts.  There has been real 
progress on healthcare, the environment 

and job creation for the first time in 
years. 
 
We must remember that our govern-
ment was designed with checks and 
balances to slow down any changes in 
policy. It requires extensive discussion 

and compromise to take place. It means 
slower, more incremental change, but it is 
change in the right direction. This admini-
stration has changed the direction of the 
country, from a focus on business wishes 

to a focus on the needs of the American 
people. The pace is frustrating because 
the last administration left so many prob-
lems in its wake.  But imagine where we 
would be as a nation today if the Bush 
administration had a faster procedure to 
make the policy changes the conserva-
tives wanted. 
 
On Feb. 2nd, I ask for your support as I 
seek re-election in 2010.  Please partici-
pate in the caucuses, voice your concerns 
with your neighbors and help the DFL 
Party choose the best candidate for Gov-
ernor in 2010.  We have many issues in 
Minnesota that have been ignored by our 
current Governor.  Without a DFL Gover-
ƴƻǊΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴπ
tinue to slide, and we will not be able to 
change the direction of the State.  We 
need all the activists from 2008 motivated 
to work as hard to change the direction of 
Minnesota, as they worked to change the 
direction of our Nation. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦέ  L 
hope to see you on Caucus night. 
 
Please contact me with any issues you 
have and I hope to see you at the cau-
cuses! 

2010 has finally arrived and with it a 
chance to change the direction of our 
state.  And as the new decade dawns, our 
task is clear:  to rebuild Minnesota's econ-
omy and quality of life.  I am confident we 
are up to the task. 

To meet that obligation we must learn the 
lessons of the recent past, but apply them 
with an eye to the future. 

To me, the lesson of the recent recession 

is that you cannot sustain a strong and 
stable economy if you are focusing too 
much on the corporate bottom line and 
not enough on the bottom line of fami-
lies.  For a decade or more, the leadership 
in our state and country has championed 
policies that allowed for flat wages and 
rapidly escalating health care, higher edu-
cation and child care costs and no margin 
for people to save for a secure, dignified 
retirement.  No wonder -- especially with 
unregulated, cheap credit --that families 
borrowed against credit cards in 
order to beat the middle class 
squeeze and get by.   

As we rebuild Minnesota's econ-
omy, let's not fall into the same trap.  I will 
continue to lead the fight at the State 
Capitol to advance the economic security 
of Minnesota families and, with your help, 

continue to deliver real results. 

But we cannot simply recall the lessons of 
the past.  We must apply them in new 
ways, recognizing that today's Minnesota 
is much different than the state of 15 
years ago -- it is more diverse, getting 
older and competing in a ever more global 
economy.   We need to be a Minnesota 
that is playing to win, and not simply play-
ing not to lose.  I've been proud to be a 
leader in the legislature on shaping public 

policy to change the way our state 
does business for this new decade.  

As many of you know, I am running to 
be Minnesota's new Governor. 

I am so pleased with the progress we've 

PAUL  THISSEN  continues  on  next  page 
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For many of us, the New Year 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 
2009 was a tough year for Min-
nesotans. Some spent their time 
scouring the classified ads in 
search of a job. Others watched 
foreclosure signs spring up in 
houses next door or struggled 
with rising health care costs.  In 
early December, Minnesotans 
were dealt another blow when 
we learned the current reces-
sion continues to contribute to 
an ongoing and growing budget 
ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻπ
jected to be $1.2 
billion dollars next 
year and $5.4 bil-
lion in the two 
years after that.  
 
The chief reason for our contin-
ued budget struggles is that too 
many Minnesotans are out of 
work or earning less, meaning 
the state is collecting less reve-
nue.  With a deficit of this mag-
nitude, it will be a challenge to 
protect the things Minnesotans 
care so much about.  As I talk to 
residents across the district, I 
hear real concern about where 
our state is headed.  People 
choose to live here for a reason - 
good schools, affordable health 

care and childcare, and 
a rich outdoor heritage 
ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ 
to see the things they 
value in jeopardy, not 
just in Richfield and 
Bloomington, but 
across the state.    
 

hǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƛǘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀŎǊƛπ
fice.   !ǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊΣ LΩƳ ǇǊŜπ
pared to make some difficult 
decisions in the months ahead 
and committed to do everything 
to help get Minnesotans back to 
work.  Please remember my 
ŘƻƻǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
here to listen to your best ideas. 
  
As a member of the House Jobs 
¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

throughout 
the interim on 
ways to help 
jump start 
aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ 
job mar-
ket.  Like you, I 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
wave a magic wand to make the 
recession magically disappear. 
But there are things we can do 
to begin pushing our economy 
back in the right direction.  Our 
state economist has told us that 
targeted federal recovery ef-
forts  ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōƻƴŘπ
ing bill helped prevent this re-
cession from becoming a full-
scale depression, saving or cre-
ating thousands of Minnesota 
jobs.  To maintain that momen-

tum, we must pass another jobs-
focused bonding bill, the earlier 
in the session the better.   
 
LǘΩǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴπ
tinue work on creating a better 
climate for small business devel-
opment. Finally, we must get 
serious about reforming the way 
we do the business of state gov-
ernment or face the reality that 
perpetual budget deficits will 
hamper our ability to compete 
and could permanently alter our 
quality of life.   
 
At the end of the day, I still be-
lieve there is more that binds us 
together than sets us apart.  Our 
shared ideals, regardless of po-
litical views, give me hope that 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
stronger than ever.  Minneso-
tans are no strangers to chal-
lenge. Our parents and grand-
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƳŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ 
greatest difficulties with cour-
age, selflessness, and gratitude. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎΣ ǿŜ 
will recover.   
 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ 
especially important to focus on 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ς family, 
friends and the blessings we 
enjoy despite our challenges.   
 
On a personal note, thank you 
for allowing me to be a voice for 
our community and for your 
family.  It is an honor to repre-
sent you in the Legislature.  

To  Contact 
Your   
DFL 

Legislators 

Senator 

KEN  KELASH 
Senate District 63 

 
State Capitol Building  

Room 320 
St Paul MN  55155 

 
Phone: 651-297-8061 

 
E-mail: sen.kenneth.kelash 

@senate.mn 
 

  
Representative 

PAUL  THISSEN 
House District 63A 

 
State Office Building  

Room 351 
St Paul MN 55155 

 
Phone: 651-296-5375 

 
E-mail: rep.paul.thissen@ 

house.mn 

 
  

Representative 

LINDA  SLOCUM 
House District 63B 

 
State Office Building 

Room 523 
St Paul MN 55155 

 
Phone: 651-296-7158 

 
E-mail: rep.linda.slocum@ 

house.mn 

Representative 

LINDA 
SLOCUM 

House 
District  

63B 

made in a year, moving from an 
"also-running" candidate into a 
leading candidate for the DFL en-
dorsement in April.  We've come 
farther, faster than any other cam-
paign in the race.  We've build a 
great team, traveled tens of thou-
sands of miles to 83 different 
counties and built a great network 
of support across the state. 

But just as in my legislative races, I 

cannot do it without you.  I'd be 
proud to have your support at the 
precinct caucuses on February 
2.  And come down to the cam-
paign headquarters at 84th and 
Lyndale in Bloomington and make 
some calls.   Give me a call at (952) 
303-6207 or visit the website at 
www.paulthissen.com. 

Together we can change Minne-
sota! 

PAUL  THISSEN  continued  from  Page  4 LGBT  CAUCUS  FORMING 
Two Richfield residents, Philip Lowe and Jason King, are 
forming a GLBT caucus in the SD63 DFL.  They attended 
the National Equality March in Washington, D.C. last Oc-
tober, and are eager to follow-up by forming a local group 
to promote laws advancing rights for the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered community.   
 
They will be meeting soon; meeting de-
tails will be posted on the SD63 website 
and Facebook page as soon as they become available. For 
further information, please contact Philip Lowe via e-mail 
at bearbudmn@yahoo.com or call 612-861-1855. 
 

http://www.paulthissen.com
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POLITICAL   PLAYBOOK 

WHEN:  6:30p - Registration 
   7:00p - Convene 
 
WHERE: Three locations 
throughout SD63: Minneapolis 
residents will meet at Anthony 
Middle School; Richfield and Ft 
Snelling at Richfield Intermedi-
ate School; and Bloomington at 
Kennedy High School. (See 
Page 1 for addresses.) Please 
be careful to find the correct 
room  for your precinct at each 
school; your precinct number is 
printed above your mailing 
label on this newsletter.  
 
WHO:   
- Anyone can attend and ob-
serve; students are especially 
encouraged to see our democ-
racy in action! 
- Persons 16 and over can in-
troduce resolutions and partici-
pate in debate. 
- If you will be eligible to vote 
in the General Election (for 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ 

eligible, only 17 now, but will 
turn 18 by Nov 2nd), then you 
can vote at caucus, hold pre-
cinct office, or run to be a dele-
gate or alternate to the SD63 
District Convention. 
 
AGENDA: 
 
Elect Precinct Officers: 
 Each Precinct will elect a 
Chair and two Associate Chairs, 
who will represent the precinct 
on the SD63 Central Committee 
for the next two years. 
 
Gubernatorial Preference  
Ballot: 
 Registered attendees will 
have the opportunity to cast a 
ballot to indicate their choice 
to become the DFL endorsed 
candidate for Governor. 
 Unlike the Presidential Pref-
erence Ballot taken at the 2008 
caucuses, this vote is non-
binding; no convention dele-
gates are allocated on the basis 
of this vote.  
 Voting will remain open 
from 6:30p to 8:00p. Each pre-
cinct will count and announce 
their results at the caucus, and 
state-wide totals will be avail-
able through the media. 
 
Elect District Convention  
Delegates and Alternates: 
 Each precinct will elect 
delegates, and an equal num-
ber of alternates, to represent 
them at the SD63 District Con-

vention on Feb 27th. If there 
are more people interested in 
being a delegate than available 
spots,  delegates can be 
ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ άŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜέΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ŀ ǇǊƻŎπ
Ŝǎǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎǳō-
ŎŀǳŎǳǎΣέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
proportional representation 
among delegates based on the 
issues or candidates they sup-
port. Since only one precinct 
has historically used this proc-
ŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜπ
tails here, but your precinct 
convenor will explain the proc-
ess if your caucus uses it.  
 
Join a Committee: 
 Committees are needed to 
organize the work of the SD63 
District Convention. Volunteers 
are needed on Credentials, 
Arrangements, Resolutions, 
Nominations, Rules, and Con-
stitution committees. Each 
precinct is limited to two peo-
ple on each committee, so 
elections can be held if more 
are interested. 
 If you sign up for a commit-
tee, you will have your first 
committee meeting on Sat, 
Feb 6th, at 10:00a at Washburn 
Library. Volunteering on a com-
mittee can be a fun way to 
meet others throughout the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
be a delegate or alternate to 
serve on a committee. 
 
Submit Resolutions: 
 At precinct caucuses, you 

can submit resolutions. If 
adopted by your caucus, they 
are forwarded to the District 
Convention, where, if ap-
proved, they can go to the 
State Convention for inclusion 
in either the on-going Party 
Platform or the Action Agenda, 
which sets Party priorities for 
the next two years.  
 Resolutions should be sub-
mitted in writing. You can use 
a form downloaded from the 
DFL at www.dfl.org, Forms will 
be available at the caucus. 
 
SCOUTING  REPORT:  (Notes) 
-  /ŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ tǊŜŎƛƴŎǘ 
Caucus, but still want to be a 
delegate to the District Con-
vention? You can submit an 
Absentee Letter to your Dis-
trict Chair or Precinct Chair, or 
give it to a neighbor to take to 
your caucus. A form is available 
for download at www.dfl.org. 
- No one anticipated the huge 
turnout at the 2008 caucuses. 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
expected this year, your local 
party officials are working hard 
to make the caucuses run more 
smoothly than last time. But it 
is suggested you arrive early, 
and it will help if you know 
your precinct number (from 
your mailing label.) 
- Caucuses can be a fun time to 
meet with your neighbors and 
play an important grassroots 
role in the future of your De-
mocratic Party!  

PRECINCT  

CAUCUS 

Tues 

Feb  2nd  

VOTE  
Primary  

Tues  Aug  10th*  

 

General  

Tues  Nov  2nd  

You can find your Polling Place, Precinct, Legislative , 
Congressional, and School Districts, and more; just 
enter your zip code and street address at: 
 www.pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 
 
*Primary Election date might change: A 2009 federal 
law requires absentee ballots to be mailed to service 
members 45 days ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ 
September primary date will be moved up when the 
Legislature meets in February. August 10th date based 
on proposals discussed in media, but may be changed.   

ACCOMMODATIONS 
All of the facilities where DFL functions are 
scheduled for caucuses and conventions are 
wheelchair-accessible.  
 If you require other accommodations, 

please contact our SD63 
Affirmative Action Officer, 
Mary Schoenleber, at 952-
851-9985, or e-mail her at 
angel0559@msn.com.  


