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άōǳƎέ 

Senate District 63 DFL  
is a unit of the 

Iƛ 5C[ΩŜǊǎΗΗ 
 
I hope everyone is having a great 
summer. Before you know it we 
will be hitting the phones and 
sidewalks for our candidates. We 
will have our State Constitutional 
Officers running next year along 
with State Reps. and Senate. We 
will be off to the races!!!!! 
 
The Flower Sale went well. We 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
past years but we still 
made money. Thank you 
to Mike and Mary Supples 
ǿƘƻ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
flower sale.  Thanks to all 
the volunteers who 
worked the flower sale 
and for all of 

you who bought 
flowers. Next year 
we will get the 
newsletter out ear-
lier, and hopefully 
the economy will be 
better. 
 
We do need to fill a few Precinct 
chair spots for people that have 
moved: 
ω wƛŎƘŦƛŜƭŘ tр ό{ǘŜǾŜƴ [ŀƎŀŀǊŘύ 

ω wƛŎƘŦƛŜƭŘ tф ό.ǳƴōƻō /ƘƘǳƴύ 
ω .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ tоΦ  
Thank you for your service!!!!  If 
you are interested please give 
me a call. 
 
In order for everything to run 
smoothly, I will be setting up a 

committee for each City for 
the Precinct caucuses on 
February 2nd, 2010. We will 
need volunteers for that 

night. There will be more infor-
mation in the next newsletter. 
 

The Bean Feed is coming up Sep-
tember 20th. (See back page.)  If 
you would like to help, please 
give me a call. 
 
- Dottie 

If you live in one of the five SD63 pre-
cincts that are also located within the 
City of Minneapolis, you can vote in 
municipal elections on Tuesday, No-
vember 3rd, 2009.  
 
Here are the DFL-endorsed candidates 
for positions that overlap SD63 (plus 
phone numbers for those interested in 
getting involved with their cam-
paigns): 
 
Mayor:  R.T. Rybak, 612-834-3751 
 
City Council: 
Ward 11:   
John Quincy, 612-209-2058 
Ward 13:   
Betsy Hodges, 612-925-5999 
 

Park & Recreation Board: 
District 6:  Brad Bourn, 612-423-9901 
At-Large (3 positions): 
Mary Merrill Anderson, 612-588-0554 
John Erwin, 612-385-6863 
Tom Nordyke, 612-927-4660 
 
Board of Estimate & Taxation: 
Carol Becker, 612-722-4288 

 
This is the first election to 
use Ranked Choice Vot-
ing, adopted by Minnea-
polis voters by referen-
dum in 2006.  The City of 
Minneapolis has prepared 

a guide to Ranked Choice Voting, 
which you can view on their website 
at www.voteminneapolis.org. 

MINNEAPOLIS  VOTES  NOV.  3rd 
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LEGISLATIVE   REPORTS 
To  Contact 

Your   
DFL 

Legislators 

Senator 

KEN  KELASH 
Senate District 63 

 
State Capitol Building  

Room 320 
St Paul MN  55155 

 
Phone: 651-297-8061 

 
E-mail: sen.ken.kelash@ 

senate.mn 
 

  
Representative 

PAUL  THISSEN 
House District 63A 

 
State Office Building  

Room 351 
St Paul MN 55155 

 
Phone: 651-296-5375 

 
E-mail: rep.paul.thissen@ 

house.mn 

 
  

Representative 

LINDA  SLOCUM 
House District 63B 

 
State Office Building 

Room 523 
St Paul MN 55155 

 
Phone: 651-296-7158 

 
E-mail: rep.linda.slocum@ 

house.mn 

Representative 

PAUL 
THISSEN 

House 
District  

63A 
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It has been a busy summer -- the 
busiest campaign summer I have 
had since 2002, the first year I 
ran for the legislature and, with 
your support, earned the chance 
to represent you in the House of 
Representatives. 
 
I have been thinking a great deal 
lately about the summer of 
2002.  That year, I spent hours 
each day walking the streets of 
Minneapolis and Richfield, 
knocking on thousands of doors, 
on hot days, rainy days and eve-
rything in between.  It was the 
greatest political education a 
person could ask for -- a chance 
to talk to hundreds and hun-
dreds of people about what mat-
tered to them, what they 
wanted for their kids, our com-
munity and our state.  And I of-
ten tell people that those con-
versations with constituents are 
what sustained me through 
seven sessions in the legislature, 
keeping me balanced and fo-
cused. 
 
I've been thinking of the summer 
of 2002 for other reasons as 

well.  That year, Gover-
nor Pawlenty was still 
Rep. Pawlenty from 
Eagan.  And Senator 
Wellstone was still alive, 
fighting the good 
fight.  One of my favor-
ite memories of that 
election was standing 

onstage with Senator Wellstone 
at Veterans Park in Richfield dur-
ing the District 63 Bean Feed, 
listening to him urge us 
on.  What a difference a month 
and an election can make. 
 
These days, I am traveling all 
over the state -- 67 counties and 
counting -- but the mission is the 
same.  And what I am hearing 
from people is troubling.  People 
are tired of seeing more and 
more of their friends and 
neighbors out of work or losing 
their homes; worrying about 
health care and rising college 
tuition.   
 
But above all, they are tired of 
the answer our Gover-
nor and his allies give 
them:  "No" "No" "No." 
¢ƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎΩ ϦbƻϦ 
has not only impeded common 
sense progress in Minnesota.   It 
has had real human conse-
quences that I have been hear-
ing about first hand.  We need to 
turn it around. 
 
The political philosophy that was 

ushered in with Gov. Pawlenty's 
2002 election -- that we'll all be 
better off if left to fend for our-
selves -- came to full fruition this 
past May with a stroke of a veto 
pen.  In a single act, our poorest, 
most vulnerable neighbors (the 
richest of whom live on $650 per 
month) lost health care.  In a 
single act, Governor Pawlenty 
endangered the viability of hos-
pitals in Minnesota, drove up the 
cost of health care and harmed 
so many people. 
 
I met a woman recently 
who was diagnosed 
with breast can-
cer.  She fought with all 
her might to beat 
breast cancer and she 
won.  But as a result of the Gov-
ernor's veto, she will lose her 
health insurance and the medi-
cations she needs to keep her 
healthy.  Cancer could not beat 
her.  But bad, wrong-headed 
public policy might.   
 
The 2010 election presents a 
once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to right the wrongs of the 
Pawlenty era.  We need to take 
it seriously and work hard, start-
ing today.  The stakes are in-
credibly high.  We need a new 
Governor and I want to be that 
person. 
 
It is time once again to say "Yes" 
to Minnesota and its future!    

I support Paul Thissenõs run  for 

Governor, and Iõll work hard ñ with 
your help ñ to keep his District 63A 

House seat in DFL hands. 

Please  Visit  Us  At  

www.ElectCharlesMiller.com  



With the Legislative Session a few months 
behind us I am better able to reflect-- with 
less emotion. It was a productive Session 
given the financial situation of our state 
and the complete and utter disengage-
ment of our Governor. I believe that Gov-
ernor Pawlenty decided to "go it alone" on 
the state budget even before the Session 
started in January. I know he was openly 
invited to meet, discuss and find compro-
mises and solutions often, and he chose to 
distance himself and make decisions with-
out Legislative input. As you can see, I'm 
not happy with our Governor! 
 
Because of the State financial situation I 
carried no Bills that required new money. I 
am particularly proud to have been the 
chief author in the House of the Charter 
Public School Reform Bill.  By the way, this 

Bill was signed by the Governor. In the 
final draft, whether you love or hate Char-
ter Public Schools, most people felt the 
Bill addressed well the concerns expressed 
in the State Auditor's Report.  Even the 
Star Tribune called the House Bill "smart 
and well crafted".  I believe strongly in 
choices for students and families in educa-
tion.  I also supported the new initiative 
for teacher-controlled schools within tra-
ditional school districts. 
 
The other issue near and dear to my heart 
this last Session was of course the high 
speed rail corridor in the Midwest.  As the 
Vice Chair of the Mid-
west Interstate Passen-
ger Rail Commission, I 
have been working 
closely with not only 
MnDoT in creating a 
state wide rail plan to submit to Washing-
ton, but also with colleagues from around 
the Midwest to coordinate the rail devel-
opment, so when we are finished we have 
a Midwest system that works for every-
one. It has been really exciting to see the 
enthusiasm generated from Washington 
with the support of President Obama. We 

are making great strides and I am proud to 
be able to be a part. 
 
This Fall I was appointed by the House 
Speaker to serve on the House Jobs Task 
Force. We will be working to revive our 
jobs climate in the State and develop ways 
to stimulate job growth in Minnesota. It is 
my hope that we can reverse the unem-
ployment numbers and get people back to 
living wage jobs. 
 
I am also back teaching and will teach un-
til Session begins in Feb. I have a great 
group of 8th graders to teach American 

History.  I also have to get them ready 
to go on to high school--no small task!! 
They are bright and wonderful and keep 
me on my toes. 
 
It is such an honor to serve as your State 

Representative. I work very hard to keep 
our district's people in mind when I vote 
on policy and budget issues. Please keep 
the e-mails and notes coming because 
they help me to know what you are think-
ing about the issues we face. I thank you 
for your support and the opportunity to 
serve you and our neighborhoods. 

Senator 

KEN 
KELASH 

Senate  
District  

63 

Representative 

LINDA 
SLOCUM 

House 
District  

63B 

Since the end of the session last May, 
many national issues, such as healthcare, 
H1N1 immunizations and economic stimu-
lus projects have flooded my e-mail at the 
Senate.  Most letters are from folks that 
have become passionate about these is-
sues based on the misinformation, implau-
sible speculations and incendiary rhetoric 
of talk shows and websites. 
 
How in the world do we go from a 
government option for healthcare 
to a fascist takeover of the United 
States?  How is it that the US was 
able to wipe out polio, and now flu vacci-
nations have become a threat to personal 
freedom?  How is it that a trillion dollars 
borrowed to pay for the Iraq war was ig-
nored but the same amount borrowed to 
get our citizens back to productive work is 

wasteful spending?  How is it that when 
wŜŀƎŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŘŜŦƛŎƛǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊέ 
that now they will destroy the United 
States?  Now it seems that the Obama 
administration should have fixed our na-
tional crisis in six months when it took 
thirty years of conservative mismanage-
ment of government to create this mess. 
 
We Democrats need to speak up against 
this rhetoric and remind people that 
aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜΣ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘπ
care are publicly managed options.  These 
options have kept millions of Americans 
out of poverty due to medical bills while 
providing access to quality healthcare.  
The folks that want the private sector 

market to solve the healthcare problem 
need to realize that the private sector 
screwed up and that forced the govern-
ment to try to solve the problem.  We 
need to remind folks that the people 
that are working through the hundreds 

of possible solutions to this healthcare 
crisis will have to live with the new rules 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 
certain that their grandparents, parents, 
children and grandchildren will be receiv-
ing the best healthcare possible. 

I was on the Iron 
Range last month 
when the announce-
ment came that four 
mines were going to 
reopen their taconite plants by the end of 
the year.  This came less than two weeks 
after the cash for clunkers program 
started.  New cars require a higher grade 
of steel and that put miners back to work 
in Minnesota many months sooner than 
expected.  It is all about workers getting 
paychecks instead of unemployment 
checks.  Each billion dollars from the 
stimulus required four to five times that 
amount in cash or loans to complete the 
purchase of a vehicle.  The three billion 
dollar investment combined with the pri-
vate sector match created 15 to 20 billion 
dollars of stimulus to our economy. 
 
[ƛƪŜ tŀǳƭ ²ŜƭƭǎǘƻƴŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ 
ǎƻƭǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
folks have good jobs, good healthcare and 
ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘǳƎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ 
major problem until a lot more Minneso-
tans are back to work. 



All  You  Can  Eat 

Still  Just  $1000
  

( Kids 12 & under:  $500 ) 

 

Sun,  Sept  20th 

Noon  -  3:00 pm 
 

Veterans Memorial Park Pavilion 

Portland Ave at 64th St  Å  Richfield 
Handicapped Accessible Facility 

8520 Emerson Ave S 
Bloomington  MN  55420 

Bulk Mail  

Permit 

Area  

Mailing  

Address  

Area 

CATTAIL  DAYS 
{ŜƴŀǘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ со ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ wƛŎƘŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ 
annual Cattail Days celebration on Saturday, 
Sept 19th. We will be staffing a booth at  Veterans 
Memorial Park between 9am and 4pm.  Area DFL 
officials and candidates will be stopping by the booth 
throughout the day to meet with constituents.  If 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻǘƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
Carolyn Engeldinger at 612-869-6048.  

On the Menu:  Brats Å AllðBeef Franks Å Baked Beans Å Chips Å Salad Å Brownies 

Soda Å Water Å Coffee Å Vegetarian  Franks  &  Beans  Also  Available 

Musical  Entertainment  By  The 

Beckmen / 

Blue / Ray  Trio  

Scheduled  To  Appear: 
(listed alphabetically) 

 

Sen.  Tom  Bakk 
Candidate for Governor 

 

Susan  Gaertner 
Candidate for Governor 

 

Hon.  Debbie  Goettel 
Mayor of Richfield 

 

Betsy  Hodges 
Minneapolis City Council Ward 13 

 

Sen.  Ken  Kelash 
MN Senate District 63 

 

Rep.  Ann  Lenczewski 
MN House District 40B 

 

Charles  A  Miller 
Candidate for MN House 63A 

 

Hon.  R. T.  Rybak 
Mayor of Minneapolis 

 

Rep.  Linda  Slocum 
MN House District 63B 

 

Hon.  Lori  Swanson 
MN Attorney General 

 

Rep.  Paul  Thissen 
Candidate for Governor 

 

...and other invited guests 

BLOOMINGTON  PROGRESSIVES 
Join us the fourth Tuesday of each month for Bloomington Pro-
ƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ 5ŀǾŀƴƴƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀΣ усǘƘ ϧ [ȅƴŘŀƭŜΣ .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
monthly meetings feature a guest speaker and a spirited discus-
sion of current issues. Come early at 5:30pm to order food and 
socialize, with the program beginning at 6pm. Our guest speaker 
Sept 22nd is Mark Dayton, DFL  candidate for governor. 

CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
The Senate District 63 Central Committee is comprised of the 
officers and directors elected at the district convention, and the 
precinct chairs & associate chairs elected at the caucuses. 
Monthly meetings are held on Mondays at 6:30pm at Oxboro 
Library, 8801 Portland Ave So, Bloomington. Upcoming meetings 
are scheduled for Sept 14th, Oct 5th, Nov 2nd, & Dec 7th. All 
meetings are open to the public, so come and join us! 

NEWS   BRIEFS 


